3 MOONS STUDIO

BY:
DANIEL

EARN ANYWHERE. LIVE g:E30G

SMART. SAVE BIG.

A EUROPEAN LAUNCH STRATEGY
FOR REMOTE COUPLES WHO
WANT FREEDOM, NOT FRICTION
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ABOUT US

FOUNDED IN 2024, 3 MOONS STUDIO EXISTS TO
BUILD WHAT DOESN'T YET EXIST.
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WE ARE A SMALL, FOCUSED TEAM OBSESSED
WITH INTELLIGENT TOOLS, THE EVOLUTION OF
THOUGHT, AND THE FRONTIER OF Al.

WE'RE NOT A LAB. WE'RE NOT A STARTUP.
WE'RE NOT TRYING TO FIT IN. WE'RE A STUDIO.
A PLACE WHERE MINDS SHARPEN, IDEAS
STRETCH, AND TECHNOLOGY SERVES
SOMETHING GREATER: HUMAN POTENTIAL.

WELCOME TO 3 MOONS. THE FUTURE DOESN'T
BUILD ITSELF.
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INTRODUCTION

THE FIRST BIG CHOICE YOU DIDN'T KNOW YOU WERE
MAKING

You've just landed your first remote job. Or maybe you're freelancing across time
zones, earning euros from Berlin clients while sipping coffee in Split. You've cracked
the first code of the new economy: how to earn globally.

But here's the twist most people miss:
Where you choose to live now will shape your financial trajectory for the next 20
years.

Not your salary. Not your talent. Not your hours.
Just your coordinates.

A couple earning €60,000 remotely might end the year with €20,000 in savings —
or with zero. The only difference? The tax code and rent bill tied to their ZIP code.

THIS IS A GEOARBITRAGE PLAYBOOK

This report is for couples in their 20s and early 30s who:
e Can earn internationally but spend locally
¢ Want to build wealth early — not just survive
e Are open to using geography as a lever, not a limitation

We're here to answer one deceptively simple question:

If you could live anywhere in Europe, where would you go to give yourself the best
shot at long-term freedom?

We look at more than lifestyle and weather. We go under the surface — taxes, social
contributions, real estate feasibility, and savings potential.

Because in this game, the location you choose isn't just scenery. It's strategy.

IMPORTANT ASSUMPTIONS

¢ A couple — two people with no children
e Together, they earn 60,000 Euros per year via remote work

European Launch Strategy



Earning an International Income

WHY YOUR EARNINGS SHOULD TRAVEL BETTER THAN YOU
DO

In a world increasingly defined by digital infrastructure,
your income no longer needs to be tethered to your
location. That's not just convenient — it's revolutionary.

The Core Opportunity
The most powerful form of geoarbitrage isn't just living
cheaply — it's earning globally and spending locally.

3 MOONS STUDIO

For a young couple earning €60,000/year from remote work, the difference between
living in Amsterdam or Athens, Lisbon or Lviv, could mean thousands of euros per
year in net savings—or none at all.

But not all remote work is equal. Some roles tie you to clients in high-cost cities.
Others pay in local rates no matter where you are. Some jobs offer long-term career
growth. Others burn out after two years. Understanding this spectrum matters.

REMOTE WORK INCOME
CATEGORIES

TECH PRO BUSINESS OPERATOR REMOTE EMPLOYEE LEGAL WRITER KNOWLEDGE WORKER

INCOME: $4,000-12,000 INCOME: $2,000-25,000+ INCOME: $1,200-3,000 INCOME: $2,000-6,000 INCOME: $1,500-7,000

STABILITY: HIGH STABILITY: VARIABLE STABILITY: HIGH STABILITY: MEDIUM STABILITY: MEDIUM

EMPLOYER: REMOTE
EMPLOYER

EMPLOYER TYPE:
INSTITUTIONS / AGENCIES

EMPLOYER TYPE: FREELANCE
CLIENTS

EMPLOYER TYPE: REMOTE
EMPLOYER

EMPLOYER TYPE: SELF-
OWNED BUSINESS

TAX STRATEGY: MIXED /
VARIES BY PROJECT

TAX STRATEGY: INCOME-
TAXED COUNTRY

TAX STRATEGY: CORPORATE
STRUCTURE

TAX STRATEGY: TAX
RESIDENCY + TREATY

TAX STRATEGY: FREELANCER
REGISTRATION
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TYPES OF REMOTE EARNERS (AND THEIR TRAJECTORIES)

Each of these profiles offers different levels of income predictability, flexibility, and
tax complexity. Some grow into six-figure businesses. Others create lifestyle income
with maximum freedom. The key is knowing which one you are—and what trajectory
you're aiming for.

Strategic Guidance

e Earn globally, spend wisely - If you can command international rates, you don’t
need to settle for local salaries — even if you're living in affordable countries.

e Beware currency mismatches - Earning in USD and spending in Euros (or vice
versa) can work for or against you — track it.

e Structure matters - Many remote earners overpay on taxes simply because they
didn’t register their status properly. We'll address this in the Tax Mitigation
section.

¢ Momentum beats perfection - Start where you can earn. Optimize as you grow.
Your tax structure, domicile, and savings habits evolve with your income.
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Final Thought on Earning:

Where you live shapes what you pay. But what you earn—and how you earn it—is
what shapes what you keep. The difference between someone who saves
€5,000/year and €20,000/year isn't usually talent. It's structure + geography.
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Living Expenses - The
Hidden Weight Beneath
Your Income

It's easy to focus on how much you earn. But
where you live determines how much of that
income you get to keep. For couples earning a
remote income of €60,000, the variation in
living costs across Europe is not just noticeable
— it's life-changing.

3 MOONS STUDIO

A couple in the Netherlands might spend over

€4,700 per month in a capital city, while the
same couple in a small Greek town could live
comfortably on less than €1,800. That
difference translates directly into financial
resilience, savings, and freedom.

SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS ACROSS
EUROPE

Here are real-world monthly expense estimates
for a two-person household living modestly but
comfortably:
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Health | Mobile | Leisure

. s Groceri | Dining & | Transpo & Miscella
Location Utilities es Coffee rtation Insuran | & 1 | s
(o] Internet Ententai
nment
Netherlan
ds- 2500 250 500 400 200 300 80 300 200 4,730
Capital
Netherlan
ds-Tier 2 1800 220 450 350 180 280 70 250 180 3,780
(0414
Netherlan
ds-Small 1300 200 400 300 150 250 60 200 150 3,010
Town
Italy-
g 1500 200 400 350 150 200 60 250 150 3,260

Capital
Italy-Tier
2 City 1200 180 350 300 130 180 50 200 130 2,720
Italy-
Small 900 150 300 250 100 150 40 150 100 2,140
Town
Spain- 1600 180 400 350 150 200 60 250 150 3,340
Capital
Spain-

. . 1200 160 350 300 130 180 50 200 130 2,700
Tier 2 City
Spain-
Small 800 140 300 250 100 150 40 150 100 2,030
Town
Portugal- 1200 150 350 300 120 200 60 200 120 2700
Capital
PPnugaEl— 900 130 300 250 100 180 50 150 100 2,160
Tier 2 City
Portugal-
Small 700 110 250 200 80 150 40 100 80 1,710
Town
Greece- 1200 150 350 300 120 200 50 200 120 2,690
Capital
Greece~ 900 130 300 250 100 180 40 150 100 2,150
Tier 2 City
Greece-
Small 700 110 250 200 80 150 30 100 80 1,700

Town
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WHY THIS MATTERS
¢ In high-cost countries like the Netherlands, couples may find themselves
spending over 75% of their net income just on basic living expenses.
 In affordable regions of Greece, Portugal, or Romania (not shown here), couples
can live well under €2,000/month — opening the door to meaningful savings and
future investments.

STRATEGIC GUIDANCE

e Consider starting in a Tier 2 city or small town. You'll retain most of the lifestyle
benefits while cutting costs dramatically.

¢ Don't assume Western Europe is universally expensive — southern and eastern
regions still offer tremendous value.

e Budget with buffers. Real costs can vary depending on lifestyle, health, travel, and
seasonality.

BOTTOM LINE

Real estate and living costs are the silent levers that shape your financial life. Earning
€60,000 remotely is only powerful if you don't spend €50,000 of it on rent, utilities,
and pizza.

Monthly Living Expense by Location (Lowest to Highest)

Metherlands - Capital
Netherlands - Tier 2 City
Spain - Capital

Italy - Capital
Netherlands - Small Town
Italy = Tier 2 City
Portugal - Capital

Spain - Tier 2 City
Greece - Capital
Portugal - Tier 2 City
Greece - Tier 2 City

Italy - Small Town

Spain - Small Town
Portugal - Small Town

Greece - Small Town

Li] 1000 2000 3000 4000
Monthly Living Expense (€)
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Taxes and Social Contributions-
The Hidden Cost of Earning

When most people think about moving abroad,
they imagine food, culture, and climate. What
they don’t think about — but absolutely should
— is how much of their income will quietly
disappear into taxes and social contributions.

Why This Matters

A couple earning €60,000 annually might pay
less than €10,000 in taxes in some countries,
and over €30,000 in others — for the exact
same work, income, and lifestyle. That delta
can be the difference between building wealth
or standing still.

In countries like Switzerland, Ireland, and Estonia, tax burdens are relatively low and
predictable. In Italy, Germany, France, and Belgium, taxes and mandatory social

contributions can exceed 50% of your total compensation.

And these taxes aren't just percentages on paper — they affect your actual savings,
housing options, career choices, and even whether you can afford to take time off.

WHAT ARE SOCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS?

These are mandatory payments made to the state to fund healthcare, pensions, and
social security. In some countries, these are employer-paid and mostly invisible. In
others, especially if you're self-employed, they can be massive and very real.

For example:
e In Italy, self-employed workers pay up to 30% in social contributions alone.
 In Spain, freelancers (auténomos) pay a flat €230-500/month, which is far more
manageable.
e In Portugal, social contributions are lower but must be carefully managed to avoid
surprises.

European Launch Strategy 07
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A GLIMPSE AT THE TAX LANDSCAPE (FOR €60,000/YEAR INCOME)

TotalT
Country ofat fex Tax Grade Notes
Burden (%)

Switzerland
Ireland
United Kingdom

Estonia

Czech Republic

Poland
Slovakia

Portugal

Spain

Italy

France

Germany

Belgium

Estimated Total Tax Burden by Country (Lowest to Highest)

Belgium
Italy
Germany
France
Spain
Greece
Estonia
Portugal (NHR)
Geargia

UAE

] 10 20 30 40 50
Total Tax Burden (%)
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Global Arbitrage Perspective

If taxes are a priority, there are other parts of the world that dramatically outperform
Europe. In places like Georgia, UAE (Dubai), and Panama, total tax burdens for remote
workers can be under 5%, thanks to territorial tax systems or zero-income-tax
regimes.

Strategic Guidance

 If you're employed remotely, understand whether you or your employer pays
social contributions — and how much.

« If you're self-employed, look into special regimes (like Italy’s forfettario or Spain’s
auténomo system).

¢ Consider corporate or hybrid structures if your income is high or your lifestyle is
nomadic.

¢ Understand residency rules — spending more than 183 days in most countries
makes you a full tax resident.

Final Thought

Taxes aren’t just paperwork. Over time, they become your largest single expense —
often larger than housing or food. Choosing a low-tax jurisdiction can accelerate your
financial independence, especially when combined with a remote income.

In short: where you live and how you earn changes how much you keep.

©
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Side-by-Side Summary

METRIC ITALY SPAIN
Effective Income Tax 28-35% 27-30%
Social Contributions 24-30% 10% (capped)
Total Tax Drag (on €60k) €36,000 €21,600
Access to Special Forfettario (5-15%)— Auténomo-simple,
Regimes limited fixed
Residency Trigger 183+ days 183+ days

Net Annual Savings — The Number That Changes Everything

When choosing where to launch a life in Europe, there's one number that quietly
determines everything from your ability to invest to your freedom to say no: net
annual savings.

While many people focus on income, it's what's left over after taxes and living
costs that truly defines your financial trajectory.

Net Annual Savings by Country (Tier 2 Cities, Remote Income: €60,000)

Hungary
Poland
Czech Republic
Portugal
Spain
Germany
France
treland
Austria
Fnland
Netherlands
Italy
Sweden
Denmark

Belgium

ok

=10000 L0000 20000 30000

Net Annual Savings (€]

Why This Matters

e Save nearly €20,000/year in Portugal
e Lose money in Italy despite earning the same
e Struggle to build any financial cushion in Germany or France

The difference doesn’t lie in talent, effort, or ambition. It's the silent arithmetic of
taxation and cost of living.

European Launch Strategy 10
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Net Annual Savings Across Tier 2 Cities

Porto
(Portugal

Valencia
(Spain)
Bologna
(Italy)
Leipzig
(German
Lyon
(France)

Utrecht
(Netherla

Ghent
(Belgium)
Gothenb
urg

Aarhus
(Denmar

Tampere
(Finland)

Graz
(Austria)

Cork
(Ireland)

Brno
(Czechia)

Krakow
(Poland)

Szeged
(Hungary

Monthly | Income Social Annual Annual Total Net

COL (€) Tax (%) Tax (%) Taxes (€) | COL (€) Ql_thlow _Sa_vings
1,800 20 11 18,600 21,600 40,200 19,800
2,000 30 6 21,600 24,000 45,600 14,400
2,200 35 25 36,000 26,400 62,400 -2,400
2,300 42 0] 25,200 27,600 52,800 7,200
2,400 30 17 28,200 28,800 57,000 3,000
2,500 37 15 31,200 30,000 61,200 -1,200
2,600 50 20 42,000 31,200 73,200 -13,200
2,700 52 0] 31,200 32,400 63,600 -3,600
2,800 56 0 33,600 33,600 67,200 -7,200
2,500 50 0] 30,000 30,000 60,000 0
2,400 50 0 30,000 28,800 58,800 1,200
2,600 40 0 26,400 31,200 57,600 2,400
1,800 23 0] 13,800 21,600 35,400 24,600
1,700 19 0] 11,400 20,400 31,800 28,200
1,600 15 0 9,000 19,200 28,200 31,800

Strategic Guidance
e Portugal and Estonia currently offer the best mix of
low taxes and affordable cost of living for Tier 2

cities.

European Launch Strategy
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e France and ltaly, despite their cultural appeal, are
high-burden zones where savings can go negative—
especially for freelancers.

Switzerland delivers solid savings, but living costs are
high. It's best suited for higher income earners or dual-
income couples.

Bottom Line

If you can save €20,000 per year in your 20s, you'll be
financially unrecognizable in your 40s. But if every euro
you earn gets eaten by rent, taxes, and groceries — you
may never get off the treadmill.

The goal is simple: maximize what you keep, not just
what you earn.

European Launch Strategy
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Impact Over Time-How This One Choice
Changes Everything

When couples think about where to start their lives, they often focus on the short
term: cost of rent, the weather, job prospects, or lifestyle. These are important. But
the most powerful impact is one they can’t yet see:

Where you live today changes who you become in 10 or 20 years.

Imagine two couples:

o .
g e Both earn the same income from remote work: COMPOUNDING ISN TJUSTFOR
= £60,000 per year INVESTMENTS — IT'S FOR LIFE
% e Both start with zero savings
o ¢ One lives in a country where they save
- €10,000/year

The other saves nothing — or worse, goes into mild

debt.

LET'S PROJECT FORWARD

Now let's add compound returns.
Savings at | Savings at
Year ﬁ Even a modest 5% annual return
- €10K/year | €0/year °

dramatically widens the gap:

50,000

This is the freedom gap — the ability to:

Year Net €0
Worth (€) Savings

¢ Say no to toxic jobs

e Start a business

e Take a sabbatical

e Buy a home with cash

¢ Raise kids without panic

Retire early or work part-time

European Launch Strategy 13



IT'S NOT ABOUT BEING RICH — IT'S ABOUT OPTIONALITY

This isn't a lecture about luxury. It's a strategy
for avoiding hardship.

e The couple saving €10,000/year has
flexibility
¢ The one saving nothing has dependency

And it all started with the same income — but
a different choice of location.

Strategic Guidance

¢ Use your 20s and 30s to build capital —
financial, personal, and professional

e Avoid high-cost, high-tax countries
unless there's a strong career or
emotional reason

e Small savings add up; tax and rent are
your two biggest controllable levers

e If you're a remote worker, you're already
playing a different game — use that to
your advantage
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Final Thought
If you want to live well later, you don't need to make more — you need to keep more.
Where you choose to live today may be the most powerful financial decision of your life.

European Launch Strategy 14
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Real Estate Implications-Accessibility
and Its Impact on Financial Trajectory

Real estate accessibility is one of the most consequential and overlooked factors in
evaluating a country’s suitability as a career launch location. For young couples
earning a remote income of €60,000, the local housing market can significantly alter
their financial trajectory — either enabling early wealth-building or imposing long-
term constraints.

Price-to-Income Ratio (PIR) by Country

FIR

. o
& & & I r & Y & ¥ & &
# & off o & & & & & o & P

Key Findings:

1. Housing Cost Is a Financial Lever
e In countries like Romania, Greece, and parts of Italy, rent and home prices are
modest relative to income, allowing couples to save aggressively or even buy
modest homes within a few years.
e In contrast, high-cost countries like Ireland, the Netherlands, and Portugal
consume 30-40% of net income on rent alone, severely limiting savings and
delaying asset accumulation.

2. Ownership Feasibility Varies Drastically
e In many Western European countries, home ownership is increasingly out of
reach without inheritance or dual high incomes. Price-to-income ratios (PIRs)
above 7-9 are common.
e Southern and Eastern Europe often maintain PIRs between 3—-5, making long-term
ownership plausible on a modest income.

European Launch Strategy 15
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3. Career Optionality is Housing-Dependent
e Accessible housing markets offer the freedom to take risks — such as launching a
business, changing careers, or working part-time.
e Expensive housing markets create pressure for career stability over
experimentation, forcing couples to optimize around cash flow, not growth.

4. Real Estate Is a Tax Drag Multiplier
e In high-tax, high-rent countries, real estate compounds the tax burden. Even a
favorable income tax regime (like Portugal's NHR) may not offset the crushing
effect of high housing costs.

Strategic Implications for Launch Pad Candidates:

(0] oJ[=Tea {\V/] Real Estate Strategy

Maximize savings and optionality Prioritize countries with low RIR + PIR

Own property in 5-7 years Favor countries with PIR < 5

Use shared housing, rural zones, or structure

Mitigate cost in high-demand areas
& g as digital nomads

RIR = Rent to Income Ratio
PIR = Price to Income Ratio

Conclusion:

Real estate isn't just a lifestyle choice—it's a strategic variable in career design. A well-
chosen housing market can amplify a young couple’s autonomy, while a poorly chosen
one can quietly erode a decade’s worth of opportunity.

Y &Y &

Top-Level Takeaways
Real Estate Accessibility Is a Financial Force Multiplier (or Suppressor)
A €60,000 remote income looks radically different depending on where you live:

High — housing rarely exceeds €900/month total

Portugal _ Constrained — housing can absorb €1,750+

Crushing — requires shared flats or outside major

Netherlands L.
cities

European Launch Strategy 16
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Tax Mitigation Strategies-Building Smart
from the Start

Most young professionals don’t think about tax mitigation until it's too late — after
they've overpaid, filed in the wrong country, or triggered double taxation. But for
globally mobile earners, tax strategy isn't just a legal concern — it's a foundational
design choice that shapes your freedom, flexibility, and financial growth.

This section offers a practical framework to reduce unnecessary tax drag without
getting lost in complexity.

Core Insight: Structure and Location Are Levers, Not Just Labels

You're not just a "'remote worker” or a “freelancer.” You're a global service provider.
And how you structure that work — legally and geographically — determines how
much of your income you keep.

Done right, a strategic tax setup can cut your effective tax rate in half.

Strategic Playbook for Young Remote Earners

Step 1: Know Your Default Status

Start with this question: If you took no action, where would your taxes be owed?

e Most countries consider you a tax resident if you stay 183+ days or if they
become your “center of life."

European Launch Strategy 17



¢ As a default, you may be taxed on your worldwide income, even if you earn from
abroad.
¢ Social contributions often apply even without formal employment.

Don't assume you're invisible to the tax authorities just because you're working
online.

Step 2: Choose the Right Structure
Depending on your income and mobility, consider one of these three models:

Best Fit Structure Target Effective Tax Rate

Solo Freelancer in Low-Cost

E Local sole trader regime ~15-30%

Nomadic Consultant (High Foreign company + personal

~10-20%
Income) residency in tax-friendly zone >

Startup Builder or Team Domestic or Free Zone
Operator Corporation

~10-25%

Step 3: Use Geography Strategically
Your physical presence triggers taxation — but not all countries treat income equally.
Tax-Friendly Residency Options:

o Portugal (NHR) — 10 years of favorable tax treatment on foreign income
o Greece — 7% flat tax on foreign passive income for new residents

e Georgia — Territorial taxation, ~1% tax on business income

e UAE / Panama — No income tax for most categories

e Estonia — 0% corporate tax on retained profits (via OU, Estonian LLC)
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Choose countries where the tax rules align with your income source.

Step 4: Maximize Deductibility and Delay
e As a sole trader, your deductible expenses are limited and sometimes scrutinized.
e Through a corporation, you can deduct tools, subscriptions, travel, education, and
even home office expenses.
e Corporations also let you retain earnings, avoiding immediate taxation on all
income.

European Launch Strategy 18
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Step 5: Avoid the Pitfalls
Tax mitigation is not tax evasion. Poorly structured plans can trigger:
» Double taxation (e.g. if both your home country and your residence claim you)
« Penalties for “paper” companies (no real substance in low-tax jurisdictions)
¢ Visa or residency problems if your income or business presence isn't aligned with

your legal status

There’s no one-size-fits-all answer. When in doubt, consult a cross-border tax expert.

Final Thought

Most people in their 20s optimize for salary. The smart ones optimize for what they
keep.

Geoarbitrage is more than moving to a cheaper country. It's about restructuring your
life to reduce friction— legal, financial, and personal. If your income travels well, your

tax strategy should too.

Use your mobility as a lever — not a liability.

AMARAARARR

European Launch Strategy 19
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Lifecycle Strategy-Different Places
for Different Phases

Most people search for a “perfect country.” But the better question is:
Which country best serves the phase I'm in now — and what comes next?

A smart location strategy evolves with your life stage. What works in your 20s may
become a constraint in your 40s. Lifecycle framing helps you choose locations based
on shifting goals: saving, stabilizing, growing, and preserving.

Lifecycle Phases & Location Priorities

Phase Primary Goal Ideal Country Traits Example Countries

Low cost of living, low

Launch Phase Maximize savings digital 4 Portugal (interior), Georgia,

(20s) & mobility thes, Igital noma Estonia, Greece (Tier 2)
friendly

Stability Phase Build assets & 1:Affc>{dable ‘real esta.l(';e, Spijln %small C|t|esF)), Italy l

(30s) stability amily services, residency  (mid-size towns), Portuga
paths (D7)

Growth Phase Preserve wealth & !_or:/v Yvealth ta>l<, il Malta, Cyprus, Portugal

(40s) flexibility Inheritance rules, access (NHR), parts of France

to education

Predictable rules, low
estate friction, healthcare
access

Legacy Phase Simplify &
(50s+) optimize

Austria, Ireland, Northern
Spain

Strategic Guidance
e Don’t lock in prematurely. Optimize for savings early, then move to stability.
e Sequence your moves. Use easy-entry countries early, and shift as priorities
change.
e Think in 10-year arcs. Design your location path like a career — with intentional
transitions.
Watch residency & tax clocks. Each phase may demand different legal structures.

Final Thought
There's no perfect country. But there's often a perfect next country.
Life isn't static. Your location strategy shouldn’t be either.

European Launch Strategy 20



Risk & Resiliency - Choosing Countries
That Keep You Standing

Why This Matters
It's easy to fall in love with a country’s weather or tax policy — but what happens
when things don’t go according to plan?
¢ A health emergency
A sudden visa law change
Currency collapse
Personal burnout
A client base dries up
If your country choice was based only on lifestyle or tax perks, you may find yourself
exposed. Resilient locations help you adapt, stay, or exit gracefully.
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Key Dimensions of Resilience
Country-Level Observations

What to Look For

Can you get quality care easily and affordably, especially as
a non-citizen?

Healthcare Access

Can you stay long-term or renew status easily? Are digital

Legal Residenc
g y nomads welcome — or tolerated?

- Is inflation eating your savings? Is your rent tied to local vs
Currency Stability gy gs7lsy

foreign currency?

Is the economy over-dependent on tourism or real estate
bubbles?

. . If needed, can you easily leave, return, or move to a nearb
country?

Can you access international money, move your business, or
change structure easily?

Economic Fragility

Backup Infrastructure

o Georgia — Extremely tax-efficient, but local economy is fragile, healthcare requires
planning, political volatility is nonzero.

e Portugal — Strong healthcare, good EU fallback options, but bureaucratic
slowdowns and tax law changes have created surprises.

o Estonia — Excellent digital infrastructure, stable EU base, but small local economy
and limited long-term immigration pathways.

e ltaly & Spain — Bureaucratic drag and tax burden are real — but health systems
and legal protections are strong if you're established.

European Launch Strategy 21



Strategic Guidance
¢ Build a second base or at least a second residency option. It costs less than you
think and provides major psychological leverage.
¢ Don't rely on only one income stream or one country.
e Choose locations where the rules are clear, even if not perfect.
e Favor countries with multiple exit ramps: good airport access, EU mobility, or
nearby alternatives.

Final Thought

Resilience isn't about avoiding risk — it's about absorbing shock without breaking.
A good launch country won't just help you get ahead.

It will catch you when things go sideways.

CONCLUSION-THE POWER OF CHOOSING WISELY

For globally mobile young couples, the choice of where to launch your life is not just
about lifestyle or scenery—it's a high-leverage financial decision that compounds for
decades.
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Key Takeaways

1. Net Savings Trump Gross Income
It's not what you earn — it's what you keep. A modest income paired with low taxes
and cost of living can outperform a higher salary in a high-burden country.

2. Taxes Are Not Fixed — They're Designed

By understanding local tax regimes, social contributions, and legal structures, you can
often reduce your effective tax rate by 50% or more. Structure and geography
matter.

3. Real Estate Shapes Freedom
Affordable housing markets offer the freedom to take risks, build capital, or downshift.
Expensive markets often trap couples in perpetual cash-flow pressure.

4. Small Numbers Become Big Gaps Over Time
Saving €10,000 annually in your 20s can result in a six-figure wealth gap in your 40s
—even with conservative investing. The earlier you begin, the bigger the gap.

5. You Can’t Outsave a Broken Model
No budget will fix a life in the wrong tax or cost structure. If taxes and rent absorb
80% of your income, you're working for survival, not momentum.

6. Mobility is Leverage — Use It

If you can work remotely, you're playing a different game. You don’t need to follow
traditional career paths or housing markets. You can build around freedom instead of
constraint.

Final Thought

Choosing a career launch country isn't just a personal preference—it’'s a structural
design choice. The right location multiplies your financial flexibility, optionality, and
resilience. The wrong one quietly erodes your time, energy, and savings.

If you can earn internationally, don’t default to the familiar. Default to the strategic.

This is the game behind the game — and the sooner you learn to play it, the more life
opens.
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Wildcard Locations - Exploring Just-Beyond-
Europe Options

Case Study: Morocco Tradeoffs

Category Details

Very low — especially outside of Casablanca and Marrakesh. Comfortable couple
lifestyle in secondary cities.

Cost of Living

Up to 38% on income, but often avoidable for foreigners via offshore structuring
or short stays. Local employment taxed normally.

Tax Burden

Very affordable — even in tourist zones. In smaller towns, renovated apartments
or homes go for €40,000+.

Real Estate

o
g Residency Tourist visas last 90 days. Longer stays require more paperwork, but are possible.
7 No digital nomad visa.
7))
% Internet Decent in cities. Fiber exists in urban centers. Mobile 4G/5G is reliable.
o
=
™ Healthcare Private clinics in large cities are solid. Public system underfunded.
Flight Access Excellent links to Spain, France, Italy, and the UK via low-cost carriers.
Challenges:
Advantages: e Less legal and financial predictability—

¢ Ultra-low cost base—lets savings unclear tax enforcement, hard-to-

grow faster or gives you more

navigate bureaucracy

lifestyle flexibility Language barrier—Arabic and French
e Rich culture, sunshine, surf towns dominate; English is growing but not
—especially for creatives or widespread

wellness-focused couples Cultural fit—conservative norms may

Proximity to Europe—under 2
hours from Spain by plane or
ferry

Who It Might Suit
Couples in the Launch Phase looking for a hyper-budget base to save

aggressively for 1-2 years

require  adjustment, especially for
unmarried couples or LGBTQ individuals
Visa hopping—no easy long-term digital
nomad pathway

Remote freelancers who want a low-distraction, high-sunlight location to build

something

Those comfortable with light friction in exchange for economic runway

Final Thought
Morocco isn’t plug-and-play. But it offers one of the highest lifestyle-to-cost ratios in

th

e region.

If you're ready for a different pace, it might just be your off-map advantage.
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